T'S ALL ABOUT

The coolest gadgets are what's creating the buzz in the halls at most schools
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That’s the typical reaction Sara
Fagen gets whenever she whips
out her newest high-tech device,
a sleek Motorola V80 that trans-
forms from a gleaming black
pebble into perfect size phone at
the touch of button. It takes pic-
tures. It can manipulate and re-
size imagesto send with your
multimedia  messages. It's

equipped with wireless Blue-
tooth technology. It plays MP3

ringtones. _
And, oh veah. Ybu can’
it, too. In fact, that's what sheap-
preciates most aboutit.
“I love my phone,” satd l?haen
17, a Grade 11 student at Bialik

High School. “I'm not necessari-
ly attached to having the newest
one, but I need a phone for com-
munications, for social purpos-

es. [ have a music player, too. But
the phone is the device that I'm
most likely to take with me. I'm
80 happy [ gotit.”

While other Bialik students
might have different priorities,
most of them own some kind of
high-tech device.

\‘ Take Shawn Bramson, 15. A
self-described “techie,” h;s idea
of a desirable device is one that
combines function with perfor-
mance. He doesn’t fall for glitz
or bling.

“T use things that are practi-
cal, logical,” said the Grade 10
student. “Like, [ don’t have an
iPod. I have a Panasonic - 20
gigs. It plays music and that’s
pretty much what [ want. I have
excellent headphones - not iPod
headphones. I have a camera.
It's water-resistant. I can take it
with me anywhere - snow, to the
pool. I don’t have to worry about
it. I get things that I know I can
use always and I don’t have to
worry about them.”

Visit any school, and it’s the

' same story — come birthdays,
Christmas or Hanukkah and

on

you’ll find a whole new crop of
devices being shown in the halls
and yards. And they’re likely to
have all the latest features be-
cause, let's face it, teenagers
take to technology like pirates
take to the sea — and they know
their way around.

“Our generation today is very
advanced and we're very quick
learners,” said Grade 11 student
Rebecca Rosenstock, 17. “Be-
cause I think people are con-
stantly trying to compete for the
newest fad. As time goes on, you

_want the newest thing and
“ teenager's look upon each other

to gauge what's the best.”

It's a phenomenon that is . | _
-Some high school students have

shaping technology itself, as
manufacturers strive to pack
more punch into their tiny elec-
tronic products. And thisrace to
innovate is partly driven by a so-
phisticated younger demo-
graphic.

‘It has to da with age,” said
Jean-Francois Ouellet, a mar-
keting professor at HEC Mon-
tréal. “Younger people tend to
adopt innovations more easily
or quickly than older people.”

Many older consumers tend
to be clued out because they're
overwhelmed by all the choices
available in such products as
cellphones, digital media play-
ers, digital cameras and palm-
top computers. That gives tech-
savvy adolescent an opportuni-
ty to distance themselves from
the older generation, according
to Ouellet.

“It has been shown in past lit-
erature that young people — es-
pecially teens - want to be differ-
ent from their parents,” he said.
“It affects how they choose prod-
ucts. They want products their
parents don’t own themselves or
cannot own because they don’t
understand the technology”

That helps to explain the in-
credible success of MP3 players,
he said.

For example, one-third of U.S.
teenagers in a recent survey re-
ported owning an Apple iPod -
up from one per cent just three

years before.

Zachary Campbell is one of
the Canadian students who
OWNS one.

“T have an iPod that I use, like,
non-stop,” said the 13-year-old
Grade 7 student. “I don't get off
it when I get home. And my
portable DVD player — wherever
I go, I'watch DVDs. I use them to
kill time, basically”

Another recent study suggest-
ed the majority of North Ameri-
can teens with cellphones used
them to download music, play
video games, surf the Internet,
send text messages and chat
with other friends.

But there are exceptions.

phones but are restricted in how

~'much they can use them.

“My cellphone was supposed

to be just for emergencies, like if

I needed to be picked up from
school earlier or later or I need-

~ed to stay for something,” said

Elissa Brock, a t4-year-old
Grade 9 student. “But [ guess [
use it now a bit to call my
friends and see if T could come
over But [ don’t use it to just talk
to my friends.”

Nevertheless, the push is on
for manufacturers to pack more
and more features into the cool,
hand-held devices that teenagers
love to own.

WHAT DO YOU
THINK?

Do you use a cellphone?
What kind?

= schools.

“Most manufacturers nowa-
days are working on conver-
gence — on getting all your stuff
into one piece of equipment,”
QOuellet said.

Ask Matthew Chisling which
new device is making big waves
in the consumer electronics
market and the Grade 10 stu-
dent doesn’t hesitate.

“The iPhone,” said the 15-
vear-old. “It’s is the new iPod-
phone combination coming out
in June. It's, like, $600 and it’s al-
ready at the top of everybody's
lists.”

Of ecourse, that kind of money
doesn’t grow on trees. It often
means putting a lot of allowance
aside or taking odd jobs.

“I work for my dad some-

~times,” said Jesse Ehrlick, a 14-

year-old Grade 9 student. “T'll
take a lot of it and put it aside.

“I'm saving up to buy an Xbox

right now: I'm a long way off. It's
a lot of money, but that’s what
I'mdoing. I'm saving.”

Alex Moskovitz, 16, is on the
other end of the consumer
scale. He's in no hurry to buy a
new media player because he's
happy with what he has - even if
it is kind of old school.

. “Tuse a CD player,” said the
Grade 11 student, who figures
the world doesn’t need another
high-tech device. “I burn a lot of
CDs and most of the time, if
those CDs get ruined or the CD
skips, Irecycle those. So I have a
bit of a green conscience.”

And he’s not the only one to
make good use of his old stuff.
Bramson is also satisfied with
the gadgets he received long ago
— as long as they work. He got
his PDA as a bar mitzvah pre-
sent two years ago.

“It still works perfectly,” the
Grade 10 student said. “I bring it
on all my trips because I don't
want to bring a giant laptop. 1
plug memory cards into it,
which have my music and my
files. And I can plug the same
card into my camera and com-
puter, so I can link them all,
which is really cool.”



